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Captain's Log -- December 1, 2022

Happy Holidays from Your Maritime Center! This month we are
busy working with our community to celebrate the holiday

season. Here's what we've been up to!

What Floats Your Boat? With the Department of
Parks and Recreation

Last Monday, our education
administrator Megan taught
twelve children visiting through
the Pascagoula Department of
Recreation about maritime
propulsion. The kids made their
own sailboats with recycled
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water bottles and duct tape, and
then propelled them across
water with their very own "wind
power." We were happy to have
these creative young people
visit our museum!

Come Out and See Us!
Tomorrow night, the Mississippi Shipbuilding and
Maritime Center will have a booth on Delmas Avenue
for Downtown for the Holidays. We would love to see
you there!
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Mystery Boat
In the last newsletter, we asked if you had any information on this boat. We
received a response from local Eddie Williams about the craft and the buildings
in the background. Thank you for the information, Eddie!

He writes, "The ship was at that location for many years. There was a fellow
who lived aboard and was allegedly the owner. He may have been a member of
the Warren family. Rumor had it that the vessel was a WW1 mine sweeper. I
lived within view of the old boat. In the background is the old Lake Shrimp
Company which, at one time, was owned by John Clark. Mr. Clark had a home
on the corner of Cedar Street and Morgan Lane. The Brady boys recently
acquired that property and built a parking lot on it for their restaurant. My
childhood home was on the corner of Laurel and Magnolia. It is just out of view
of the Lake Shrimp Company building to its right. To the left of that building you
can see the Pascagoula Decoy Company (PADCO) which was famous for its
wooden duck decoys. Many of those decoys can be found in museums and in
collectors’ homes all over the US. When my Dad was a young man, he bought a
dozen mallard decoys from PADCO for the princely sum of fifteen dollars. I
have one of the PADCO decoys in my study. I paid $125.00 for it."

Membership Corner
Hank Torjusen, Co-owner and President of Fletcher Construction Company, is
a Pascagoula native and longtime resident of the Flagship City. He is also a
fellow with deep roots in the local maritime culture.

“The maritime industry has been very important to the Torjusen family,” said
Hank. “My grandfather Tobias and my uncle Charles were charter members of
the Pascagoula Bar Pilots Association in 1954. Uncle Charles had a 36-year
career in the industry, and his son, my first cousin Mike, recently retired after 38
years.

“Like most lifelong Pascagoula residents, I enjoyed being raised on the water,
and I have raised my family the same way. I may not be good at many things,
but I can back a boat trailer and throw a mullet net, and my sons can do the
same.”

As one might imagine, Torjusen is enthusiastic about the prospect of having the
Mississippi Shipbuilding and Maritime Center in Pascagoula.

“The Shipbuilding and Maritime Center will be beneficial to the community in the
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sense that folks can become more educated about our strong maritime
heritage,” said Hank. 
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